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PREPARATIONS CONTINUE FOR. HOTEL’S DEMOLITION 


Terre Haute House 
sale price: $1 


Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza | 


Wall of wood: Jay Hudson of Commercial-Interiars-nails.a plywood wall Wednesday-to a frame thet: surrounds the southwest cornerotthe-— | 
Terre Haute House. 
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Mayflower Room demolition 
may begin next week 


By KARIN GRUNDEN 
TRIBUNE-STAR 


Crews are scheduled to shut off power this 
morning to the pns Haute House, as the former 
nears demolition. oun 
aL take workers also will continue building 
an 8-foot plywood barrier along 
INSIDE the curb at Seventh Street and 
Wabash Avenue - a move 
prompted not just by the demo- 


Miihe lition project but also concerns 
Mayflower of falling bricks, a contractor 
Room's mural said. a Ca 

sal- In July, part of the bri 
jas ae = facade fell from a six-story wall 
vaged; on the building's east side, crash- 


ing to the roof of the single-story 
Mayflower Room, said John Hanley of Dennis 


Trucking Co. Inc. 

; With demolition of the Mayflower Room likely to 
start next week — and concerns over imminent dan- 
ger from bricks falling from the main structure - 
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Support work: Jeff Myers of Commercial Interiors nails a frame into place Wednes- 


workers began erecting the barrier on Wednesday. 
» Turn to HOUSE, A3 


House: Impl 
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By late afternoon, the wall 
stretched along the south side of 
the 10-story structure and was 
draped with red tape reading 
“Danger.” 

Across the street, Tom Mundy 
recorded the scene with his cam- 
corder. 

“I know it used to be a hop- 
ping place when it was open,” 
said the 38-year-old Terre Haute 
native whose memories of the 
building are of the exterior only. 
He was 3 years old when the 
hotel closed. 

He’s heard plenty of stories, 
though, of gangsters arriving at 
the grand hotel. 

Its greatness now history, it 
was sold Sept. 19 for $1, proper- 
ty deed filings show. The deal 
included the Bement-Rea Build- 
ing and former Fort Harrison 
Savings & Loan, which also sold 
for $1. 

_ The documents state the “sell- 
er paid buyer a development fee 
and buyer assumed responsibility 
for development and for abate- 
ment in deficiencies in improve- 
ments.” The documents, filed 
Wednesday at the Vigo County 
Auditor's Office, do not explain 


or detail the development fee. 

Terre Haute businessman 
Greg Gibson, whose company 
Seventh & Wabash LLC bought 
the building from the Hulman 
family, declined to discuss the 
details. 

Fred Nation, a spokesman for 
the Hulman family’s Terre Haute 
Realty, would say only that 
“clearly the property sold has a 
negative value and the sale 
terms reflect that” 

Earlier this month, Gibson 
announced plans to level the 
structure within 120 days. 

“The building is in very, very, 
very bad shape,” said Hanley, 
who along with Gibson is 
reviewing estimates for demoli- 
tion. 

While a wrecking ball and 
excavator will be used to raze 
the Mayflower Room, Hanley 
believes implosion is the pre- 
ferred method for demolishing 
the main structure. 

That method involves a floor- 
by-floor weakening of the struc- 
ture and activating small charges 
to allow gravity to bring down 
the building. 

“We're leaning toward that,” 
Hanley said Wednesday. 

Once asbestos abatement is 
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day on the south side of the Terre Haute House. Myers and co-workers were erect- 
ing a wooden barrier along the south side of the former hotel. 


complete in late October, at least 
another month’s worth of prepa- 
rations would follow before 
implosion, he said. 

In the meantime, salvage 
work will continue. Already, the 
copper-clad bar from the Marine 
Room has been removed and 
stored, as has the marble coun- 
tertop from the front desk. 

Demolition crews are consult- 
ing with representatives of the 
Vigo County Historical Society 
about what else to save, Hanley 
said. 

Bill Wolfe, a local artist 
involved in salvaging the 
Mayflower Room mural, favored 
restoration of the Terre Haute 
House. He even hoped to per- 
suade Gibson to rethink his 
plans to tear down the building. 

But once inside, Wolfe was 
convinced the structure was 
beyond repair. 

“Its an old building on life 
support waiting for someone to 
pull the plug,” Wolfe said. 

Staff Writers Howard 
Greninger.and Stephanie Salter 


„ contributed to this report. 


Karin Grunden can be 
reached at (812) 231-4257 or 
karin.grunden@tribstar.com. 
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Mural in Mayflower Room _ 


removed for possible restoration 


Valley artist Bill Wolfe 
researching options 
for 1936 work 


By KARIN GRUNDEN 
TRIBUNE-STAR 


Demolition workers salvaged 
a piece of Terre Haute history 
last week, peeling a mural off a 
ballroom wall of the Terre Haute 
House. 

Moisture had done some dam- 
age to the Mayflower Room 
mural. 

But “for the most part it was 
intact,” said John Hanley, presi- 
dent of Dennis Trucking Co. Inc., 
the firm contracted to oversee the 
demolition work. “We were rea- 
soneply successful in getting it 
off? 

The artwork depicts the 
Mayflower ship, Pilgrims and 
American Indians and has graced 
the ballroom’s east wall for near- 
ly seven decades. 

Bill Wolfe, a Wabash Valley 
sculptor and painter/js research- 


ing options for restoration. He is 
unsure where the 1936 mural, if 
restored, would be displayed. 

Wolfe had worried the art- 
work was painted directly on 
plaster. But as he examined it, he 
realized the mural could be 
saved. 

“The hair stood up on the 
back of my neck,” Wolfe said of 
his reaction. 

On Sept. 20, construction 
crews peeled the 16- by 30-foot 
painting from the ballroom’s east 
wall in preparation for demoli- 
tion of the building. The single- 
story Mayflower Room on the 
building’s east side is scheduled 
to be leveled first. 

The salvage work revealed 
two canvas sections, with some 
portions chipping, Hanley said. 

Though Wolfe hasn't officially 
received the go-ahead to restore 
the work, he is doing the neces- 
sary research for restoration. 

“All I want to do is bring it 
back to its original luster,” said 
the West Terre Haute artist. 

Wolfe's online research has 


revealed the mural’s Hungarian- 
born artist immigrated to Chica- 
go at age 21. Miklos Gaspar 
painted 48 murals in the United 
States, including some in Chicago 
hotels and churches. 

Wolfe hopes to view those 
works and conduct color match- 
ing to confirm the vibrancy of 
the powdered paints Gaspar 
mixed with egg yolk for his 
medium. 

He also plans to contact 
restoration artists. “I don’t want 
to damage the work,” Wolfe’said, 
explaining the paint is brittle. 

Until the mural is hung and 
stretched in preparation for 
restoration, it will be stored 
loosely rolled up, Wolfe said. 

For security reasons, he 
declined to say where the art- 
work by Gaspar iS being stored. 

“I think it's real important for 
something like this to be saved - 
both for historical and artistic 
value,” Wolfe said. 

Karin Grunden can be 
reached at (812) 231-4257 or 
karin.grunden@tribstar.com. 
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Tribune-Star file photo/Jim Avelis 


Could be restored: A mural of the Pilgrims’ landing has been removed from the Mayflower Room of the 
doomed Terre Haute House, and an artist is researching plans to restore it. 
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From long ago: Two registration cards dated June 
19, 1961, from the Terre Haute House sit outside the 
E NTIRE SITE OF TE RRE HAUTE Hou SE building as it was being semolisted Pidy The op 
card registered a William Pecht of Indianapolis an 
EXPECTED TO BE CLEARED BY MARCH thebottom card a WR. Ouzto of Centralia, I. 
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Souvenir: Mayme Crosby carries a brick from the site of the Terre Haute House demolition as a souvenir after watching an excavator tear 
down part of the building Friday. 


Lower eastside portion of old hotel coming down 


By HOWARD GRENINGER house? It makes me sick,” said Crosby, Demolition on the lower eastside por- 
TRIBUNE-STAR about the Terre Haute House. tion of the former hotel began early Fri- 
: Crosby worked as a waitress about 60 day morning and ended about 5 p.m. 
Using a cane, 84-year-old Mayme years ago at the former Theater Bar at Work will continue today and is expected 
Crosby walked slowly.Friday along a Eighth Street and Wabash Avenue and. | to take eight to 10 days until the section 
parking lot between Seventh and Eighth remembers the grand hotel. i ; i : 
F x is demolished and the site cleared, said 
streets to get a closer look as bricks I would leave the Theater Bar and g0 tohn Hanley of Dennis Trucki d 
crumbled under the weight of the steel into the Mayflower Room with my Tie Harleyiof Dennis! rita aaa : 
bucket of an excavator. friends,” said the Terre Haute woman. “I _ Excavating Co. 


“Why are they tearing down my was Mayme Maring then” pokey > Turn to Démo. 
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Its time has come: Don Johnson of Dennis Excavating controls an excavator to knock out an interior wall Friday 
afternoon in the Terre Haute House. Demolition of the building has begun. 


Demolition: 1 think it is too far gone 
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_ Then, a large crane will be 
used to “chew” down a brick 

' smokestack behind the main 

- building of the Terre Haute 
House. It also will help demolish 

! the 10-story structure itself, Han- 

ley said. 

The entire site is to be cleared 
by March, he said. 

Watching the demolition, Cros- 
by said, “I thought they would 
renovate it, but after 30 years, I 
think it is too far gone and they 
let it go too long” 

Crosby carried a brick away 
from the site. 

So did Ronald McNeil. He 

‘ picked up two bricks, saying he 

; plans to place them at his grand- 
‘mother’s grave in Roselawn 

: Cemetery. “My grandmother, 

' Eldonna Nisbitt, used to volunteer 
s at the Terre Haute House. She 

| helped organize dances,” McNeil 
ı said. “She met her husband, 

t Ronald McNeil, here” 

| - Some of the interior bricks 
‘that are colored light tan and are 
‘longer than the exterior bricks 
¿apparently came from a former 

' brick plant in Clay County. An 

i inscription on one brick read, 

! “Ayer-McCarel Clay County. Brazil, 
+ Ind. Load bearing” 

| _ A 1921 Brazil city directory 
»shows the Ayer-McCarel Clay Co. 
' building at 18 E. National Ave, 
» with the Ayer-McCarel plant five 
' miles north of Brazil. The Terre 


z r 
Š s 


A brick to remember: Ron McNeil picks up a loose brick from the Terre 
Haute House for a souvenir Friday during the building's demolition. 


Haute House building was erected 
in 1927-28. 

Charlotte Couch of Terre 
Haute said it “is kind of senti- 
mental to see the Terre Haute 
House coming down. I can see 
why it is coming down, though. 
You can see all the rusted pipes 
and it looks in bad shape. I think 
people don’t realize that,” Couch 
said. 

Dale Beck, 61, of West Terre 
Haute wondered what would 
become of a stone eagle on the 
front of the former Fort Harrison 
Savings & Loan building. Hanley 
said the eagle will be preserved 
and given to the Hulman family. 


“Tm glad,” Beck said. “I'm glad 
they are saving it” 

Beck said he went to a “Har- 
vest Moon dance” in the Terre 
Haute House in the 1950s, “It’s 
about time. This is way past due,” 
he said as he watched the demoli- 
tion on the building Friday 
evening. 

“My heart said it was never 
going to be saved, it’s been sitting 
too long. | hope whatever goes -+ 
here is something that does Terre 
Haute really well and benefits the 
downtown,” he said. 

Howard Greninger can be 
reached at (812) 231-4204 or 
howard greninger@tribstar.com. 
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Terre Haute House talks continue 


IAN 1 2 1982 


Future s 


till unknown 


for landmark building 


~By PATRICIA KRAPESH 

~ Tribune Staff Writer 

The Terre Haute House, with an 
$800,000 price tag, is again a subject 
of speculation. 

The city wants to renovate the 
downtown landmark for elderly hous- 
ing, according to Mayor Pete Chalos. 
But whether Terre Haute Realty 
Corp.’s asking price can be met re- 
mains to be seen. 

In 1928, the now-vacant hotel at the 
corner of Seventh Street and Wabash 
Avenue was built at a cost of about $1 
million. Estimated renovation costs 
for the 54-year-old structure are in 
the neighborhood of $4.6 million, ac- 
cording to Chalos. But he said the 
figure depends on who you talk to. 

More than two-year-old cost esti- 
mates for purchase and renovation of 
the building by the Terre Haute 
House Elderly Housing Corp. totaled 
about $6.5 million. 

“Im not overly optimistic,” 
Chalos said about the city’s hope to 
acquire the building. But the mayor 
will be meeting with Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) officials within the next week 
to determine what funds are avail- 
able. 

“I hope we can see that building 
utilized,” Chalos said. “I don’t want 
to see it vacant and deteriorating.” 

Chalos has previously said his first 


preference for the Terre Haute House 
would be its use as a hotel in conjunc- 
tion with the proposed redevelopment 
of the downtown area. 

Meanwhile, another local group has 
been exploring the possibilty of reno- 
vating the building for elderly hous- 
ing. 

Tom Francis, president of CDI 
Inc., confirmed last week that a 
group of sponsors had applied direct- 
ly to HUD for a funding commitment 
on the proposed project. Approval of 
the application was contingent on 
tandem financing funds, which, Fran- 
cis noted, have been cut drastically. 

Francis said he could not name the 


Sponsors because he did not yet know 


how many would be involved. How- 
ever, last week he said he received a 
letter from HUD canceling its pre- 
liminary commitment. Attempts to 
contact Francis for additional in- 
formation have been unsuccessful. 

Meanwhile, Chalos said he met 
Monday with Joseph Cloutier of Terre 
Haute Realty to discuss the city’s 
wish to acquire the building. 

If purchase of the Seventh Street 
and Wabash Avenue landmark is pos- 
sible, expectations are that the Terre 
Haute Housing Authority would proc- 
ess the necessary applications for 
HUD funding for the project. 

A pending HUD grant of $4.6 mil- 
lion for the renovation project is 


available, according to Prentiss L. 
Peterson, executive director of the 
housing authority. 

“I think it (the Terre Haute House) 
has high potential for housing for the 
elderly,’’ Peterson said. ‘‘They 
should donate it to the city for $1 and 
save a landmark. I think it’s going to 
disenchant the city if a landmark like 
that gets destroyed.” 

Condemnation and ensuing demoli- 
tion of the building is being studied, 
according to city spokesmen, but 
there is no timetable attached to it. 

Chalos said there is a possibility of 
condemnation if the building is al- 
lowed to stay as it is, according to 
Mike Russell, administrative assis- 
tant to the mayor. 

He said the mayor was concerned 
abouf the building’s current condi- 
tion. 

Cloutier told The TRIBUNE that 
the future of the Terre Haute House 
was discussed during the meeting 
Monday. 

Regarding the condition of the 
structure, he said, “I don’t think it 
looks as good as it would if it were 
occupied.” 

No one currently has a legal option 
to purchase or lease the building, 
according to Cloutier. 

He declined any further comment 
regarding his responsibility for the 
condition of the building. 
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LANDMARK’S FUTURE IN QUESTION — The future of the Terre 
Haute House, a landmark in downtown Terre Haute since the late 
1920s, is still in doubt. The city says it would still like to renovate 
the facility for elderly housing. Staff Photo/Randy Prophet 
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Resurrecting the Terre Haute House 


Underlying current rumors about the Terre Haute House can be found a serious effort to 
return the classic structure to service as a 138-unit hotel, to be operated under a Marriott 
franchise. 

While the plan calls for demolition of the existing hotel rooms to allow for the construc- 
tion and furnishing of modern hotel rooms, the historic corridors, the lobby, ballroom and 
facade will be maintained 
and restored. 

The lobby will be re- 
stored to its condition 
prior to the remodeling 
that took place in the 
1960s. The floor installed 
in the 1960s that bisected 
the lobby space will be re- 
moved and the intricate 
ceiling detail removed in 
the 1960s will be replaced. 

The lobby space has 
been reconfigured to pro- 
vide for more efficient 
operation and better customer service. The northwest quadrant of the first floor will contain 
the restaurant and bar area. A new “front desk” will be constructed in the space just to the 
south of the west, or Seventh Street, entrance. The existing historic desk will be restored and 
used to serve gourmet coffees. Restrooms will be constructed about the existing elevator 
shafts. The area of the old Marine Room will be converted into pre-conference space. A use 
for the old coffee shop space has not been designated at this time. 

Every effort will be made to close the funding for this much needed project in the near fu- 
ture. 


Two earn Landmarks’ recognition for preservation 


‘Terre Haute Landmarks is recognizing two African Methodist Episcopal Church at 
entities for their efforts in preserving the Third and Crawford streets, which is listed 
city's heritage by working diligently to pre- on the National Register of Historic Places. 
serve its historic structures. The certificates will be presented during 

Certificates of honor are going to groups the celebration of National Preservation 
responsible for renovating the Clark Build- Week. The two bring to nine the number of 
ing on Ohio Street, between Sixth and certificates awarded by Terre Haute Land- 
Seventh streets, and the Allen Chapel of the marks. 


Promoting and implementing the preservation and restoration of the historic architectural environment of Terre Haute 


